
it would be like to have been 

aboard.                                                             

 

Respectfully submitted by  

Captain Stacey L.  Cress, 

CO, USS Susquehannock – 

NCC 71833 

 

The following sites were used 

ad I was doing research for 

this article.   

http://www.nasa.gov/centers/

kennedy/shuttleoperations/

orbiters/columbia_info.html  

http://www.foxnews.com/

story/2003/02/02/fast-facts-

space-shuttle-columbia  

http://

www.aerospacelegacyfoundati

on.com/page48.html  

http://www.frontiernet.net/

~docbob/shuttle.htm  

http://www.nasa.gov/

pdf/566250main_2011.07.05%

20SHUTTLE%20ERA%

20FACTS.pdf  

http://www.nasa.gov/

externalflash/the_shuttle  

http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/

ap010412.html  

http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/

shuttle/archives/sts-1/

index.htmlhttp://

www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/

shuttle/shuttlemissions/

archives/sts-1.html 

http://history.nasa.gov/sts1/

index.htmlhttp://

spaceflight.nasa.gov/station/

index.htmlhttp://

www.space.com/18008-space-

shuttle-columbia.html  

 

 

 

April twelfth was the thirty-

third anniversary of the launch 

of the STS-1; which began a 

new era in space travel and 

exploration.    The Space Shut-

tle Program helped us learn 

more about what life is like 

outside the earth atmosphere, 

and saw the launch and up-

grade of the Hubble Tele-

scope, and played a major role 

in the construction of the In-

ternational Space Station.    

 

 The shuttle used for this his-

toric flight was Columbia, the 

second shuttle to be built (OV-

102, or Orbital Vehicle-102).    

Enterprise was the first shuttle 

built, but it did not go into 

space.   It was used to test the 

takeoff and landing of the shut-

tle and traveled to the limits of 

earth’s atmosphere and back.   

Columbia arrived at NASA’s 

Kennedy Space Center in 

March of 1979 where it then 

received final preparation for 

the journey.  The flight on Jan-

uary twelfth was the maiden 

voyage for this craft.    The 

vehicle launched like a rocket 

assisted by disposable external 

rocket boosters that were 

dropped over the Atlantic 

Ocean when empty as the 

shuttle ascended into space.   

The large engines were needed 

to get the shuttle out of the 

grip of earth gravity and propel 

it into space.   It landed like 

and glider or airplane coming 

to rest on the runway of a 

NASA facility when returning 

home.  

 

The first crew members to 

travel aboard the Shuttle were 

Commander John W. Young 

and Pilot Robert L. Crippen.    

They launched from Cape Ca-

naveral Florida on April twelfth 

and made thirty-seven revolu-

tions around the earth before 

landing at Edwards Air Force 

Base in California on April 

fourteenth.   The goal of the 

flight was to prove that the 

many years of planning had 

finally become a reality.   This 

voyage had many first attached 

to it.  This was the maiden 

voyage of Columbia and the 

first time a crew was carried 

into space using a Space Shut-

tle.      This was the first time a 

space craft returned to earth 

to be launched again and again 

on other missions.     

 

Some notable things about 

Columbia are listed here.    

She was the shuttle that 

weighed the most, and com-

pleted the most missions of 

any of the shuttles construct-

ed.   This was twenty-seven 

missions, and denigrated over 

Texas preparing to land on the 

twenty-eight.   She logged 

121,696, 993 miles, but this 

was not the most traveled by a 

shuttle, and made 4,808 revo-

lutions around earth.  Sally 

Ride was the first American 

woman to go into space on 

STS-7 in 1983.   

 

I was a junior in high school 

when this flight took place, and 

watched the launch in science 

class.    As I think back, I recall 

watching the event with pride 

and awe, and wondering what 
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First let me state that I was 

not amused by the antics that 

went on April 1st and the 

crewman that left the 

“whoopee” cushion under my 

seat will find it was 

“accidentally” jettisoned from 

the ship. (Also please place 

yourself on report.) 

April 1st, also known as April 

Fool’s Day, has been refer-

enced in Earth history as early 

as the 1500’s  and even earlier 

but really was little more than 

a vague and infrequent occur-

rence and not the tradition 

celebrated today. So how did 

this whole thing start? No one 

has been able to define the 

origins but the most popular 

theory revolves around a cal-

endar change in 1564 in 

France. At this time the start 

of the new year was moved 

from the end of March to Janu-

ary 1st. As with any change, 

some people failed to adapt 

and pranksters would play 

tricks on them – primarily 

placing paper fish on their 

backs. The victims of this 

prank were thus called Poisson 

d'Avril, or April Fish; this term 

remains the French term for 

April Fools.  This theory can 

be debunked pretty easily if 

you study the history of calen-

dar changes throughout the 

times.  

April Fool’s Day shows con-

sistencies with a renewal festi-

val. Almost every culture en-

countered has some kind of 

festival that welcomes the re-

turn of spring, the renewal of 

life that has lain dormant dur-

ing the colder season. But 

again, nothing concrete ties it 

specifically. 

One thing is certain and that is 

the playing of harmless pranks 

upon friends and family….and 

crew mates….. is nearly uni-

versal. Those in the medical 

field indicate that laughter is 

beneficial to one’s health as it 

relieves stress as well as in-

creases blood flow, memory 

and learning. It is also said to 

improve alertness and gives a 

mild workout to the dia-

phragm and some other select 

muscle groups. There are arti-

cles to read on WebMD and 

Care2.com as well as numer-

ous other sites. 

Negative impacts of jokes and 

pranks include misinformation, 

confusion (especially in ascer-

taining truth) and in some in-

stances endangerment of oth-

ers. One must always weigh 

the good with the bad. For 

instance, one of the worst 

April Fool’s day pranks oc-

curred in 2000 when a prison 

in Romania declared thru the 

newspaper they were releasing 

several prisoners. Those who 

were awaiting such good news 

were elated but met with great 

disappointment when they 

arrived to Baia Mare prison to 

be told “April fools! No one is 

being released!” 

I hope you find this educational 

and thought provoking 

T’Qeyla 

E is returning to pick them up 

when she runs into one of those 

traps.  It cripples the starship, 

putting some crew members that 

are low level espers, into a coma.  

It also gives Dr. McCoy visions of 

people from his past who torment 

him. 

A Choice of Catastrophes by 

Michael Schuster and Steve 

Mollman—Pocket Books-

$7.99 Two teams lead by Kirk 

and Spock encounter a world full 

of traps, a sleeping race, and slav-

ers (not the slaver race from “The 

Slaver Weapon”), on the world of 

Mu Arigulon.  Meanwhile, the Big 

It’s a good novel that draws a lot 

of background characters, some-

what like “Star Trek: The Next 

Generation” episode “Lower 

Decks”.  It also gives us a look at 

Dr. McCoy’s past, such as his 

failed marriage, the birth of his 

daughter, and his relationship with 

Nancy Crater. 

Vulcan Viewpoint by Ensign T’Qeyla 

Reviews by Scott Taylor 
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1. Do you have a character within the group? 

 My character is Mullibok and he’s the ship’s XO. He’s half 

Bajoran and half Cardassian. 

2. What is your civilian job? 

 I work as a police officer at the PA State Capitol. 

3.    What is your hometown? 

 I grew up in Sharon, PA in the western part of the state. 

4. Where to you live now? 

 I live in Camp Hill, PA with my beautiful wife Doris (Editor note: Jim you’ll thank me 

for this). 

5. What is your favorite childhood memory? 

 Going on vacations with my family. 

6. What kind of music do you listen to? 

 My favorites are Billy Joel and Huey Lewis and the News. 

7. What’s your nerdiest moment? 

 Starting a Starfleet Chapter. 

8. What did you want to be when you were a child? 

 I wanted to be a firefighter or an astronaut. 

9. Favorite Away Mission so far? 

 The Udvar-Hazy Center near Dulles airport in Virginia. 

10. What sci-fi character do you relate to most? 

 Riker from Star Trek The Next Generation because we’re both XO’s. 

11. Sci-fi series or movie you find yourself watching again and again? 

 The Avengers. 

12. Most wished for Away Mission? 

 I’d love to go to one of the big cons such as Dragoncon. 

13. Sci-fi actor you most want to meet? 

 Leonard Nimoy 

14. Do you have words to live by and what are they? 

 Take things one day at a time. 

Member Profile   
   By Laura Wickline   

This month: XO Jim Hutley 
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